
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE:  This week we celebrate the Declaration of 

Independence!  The brilliance of its ringing phrases proclaim what is  

LEGITIMATE political authority and that POLITICAL RULE RESIDES 

WITH ñWE THE PEOPLEò! 

How ironic that the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that government has 

unlimited powers of taxation as a way to steal individual freedoms  just 

days before Americans celebrate the sovereignty of the  people.   And 

how tragic that the swing vote came from the Chief Justice who claims 

to be a constitutional conservative.    

This is a solemn reminder that citizens cannot put our complete trust in any politician or  

institution .  As President Ronald Reagan stated, we should ñtrust but verify!ò  It is also a  

reminder that our Declaration of Independence was a desperate cry for freedom and still is!  

As Rev. Mathias Burnet in 1803 told American citizens, who were watching from the gallery as 

he addressed the opening session of the Connecticut legislature:  

                                                            ñTo God and posterity, 
                                  You are accountable for your rights and your rulers.ò 
         
No group of people takes this duty more seriously than Republican Women.  Our patriotism is  
demonstrated in many ways, including issue advocacy and election - year campaigning.  

ISSUE ADVOCACY :  Republican Women are WOMEN WHO WIN.  Weôve learned that political  

education is foremost to changing minds and persuading voters to elect Republicans!  This is why the 

first two objectives in our AFRW Bylaws are:  (1) political education  and (2) active political participation .   

During the 2012 legislative session, Republican Women proved we can influence legislators to foster 

good government and we made a positive impact .  Legislators were too overloaded to read all bills and 

they ñtrustedò their leaders to tell them how to vote.  Without the ñpolitical educationò and ñactive  

political participationò by Republican Women, Alabama would have weakened its immigration law and 

faced a potential backlash from voters!  Republican Women were 

also instrumental in helping stop the charter schools bill in the 

House Education Committee ð after it had been weakened and  

approved by the full Senate.  It therefore did not go to the House 

floor for a vote.  We can now get it right in 2013.  

CONGRATULATIONS!   We are grateful to our Legislators for listening 

to their constituents, keeping our Alabama immigration law strong 

by standing up against influential business groups; and for pushing 

back against AEA with the charter schools bill.   In the end, Republi-

can Women and Legislators worked together to make good law !  

2012 ELECTIONS:  This election is a desperate cry for freedom! 

As we celebrate the Fourth of July, let us give thanks for Godôs bless-

ings upon our country and pray for His guidance as we do our utmost 

to return America to its constitutional and moral foundations!  
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America Needs YOU!  

 

America is in trouble!  ñWhat can YOU do for YOUR country?ò   We have many  

opportunities to elect Republicans in Alabama and to win the White House with precinct 

work.  In addition, AFRW has many opportunities for Republican Women to enhance 

these actions through political education.   Also, during the last few days in October, you 

can make a dramatic difference by working to elect Gov. Mitt Romney in a swing state.  

AFRW has chosen Florida and will network with and join other conservatives throughout 

Alabama and the nation.   AFRWôs ñHeels on the Groundò election projects are listed  

below .  Please email eloisz@hotmail.com to get more information.  

POLITICAL EDUCATION PAMPHLETS   

AFRW has two election pamphlets and several one -page summaries on key issues.  These are excellent handouts for 

members, friends, church/club members, campaign headquarters, festivals, etc.  The 2012 Issues Brochure is 

back by popular demand!   Several members have asked if AFRW would repeat for 2012 the 2010 issues brochure, 

which highlighted and summarized key election issues and advertised the individual clubs on the back.  This will be 

ready for distribution by September 15, when our AFRW board meets again.  It will be titled:  ñHow Does the 2012 

Election Impact Families and the American Way of Life ò.    The 2012 Voters Pamphlet on Education (Common 

Core) explains Obamaôs education reform, which is to socialize education at the federal level by getting states to 

adopt national Common Core standards and waivers to No Child Left Behind.  Alabama is dangerously close to  

socializing education without parentsô knowledge ð thanks to votes by state school board members (with only 

Gov. Bentley, Stephanie Bell and Betty Peters voting no).   Our state, school boards, and parents will lose control of 

their childrenôs curriculum and what values they will learn unless citizens are informed and act soon! 

VIEWPOINTS ð What We Believe  

AFRWôs political education project, "VIEWPOINTS --  What We Believe", surrounds the four top priority items submit-

ted by club presidents.  These were categorized under (1) Jobs/Economy, (2) Education, (3) Illegal Immigration, and  

(4) Constitutional/Federal Overreach.   We ask for names of members who would be willing to write letters to the  

editor on these topics, and to create and post YouTube speeches, etc.  We also encourage each district to  hold a 

town hall meeting.  RW of Tuscaloosa County held a model town hall meeting on June 14th and the information is 

available to district directors/club presidents who are interested in holding a town hall meeting in their districts.   

  

ñGIVE ME LIBERTYò DVD   

 
AFRWôs Caring for America project DVD is a stirring and frightening documentary about the warning signs when a  

nation is moving toward a Marxist society and other opposing ideologies.  This DVD has a study guide that reinforces 

the stories of the immigrants interviewed.  If America is to survive, itôs imperative that citizens  know these signs! 

ADOPT - A- STATE ð Swing State Florida  

The ñAdopt-A-Stateò project will target 16 states that are considered ñswing statesò that our Party must win to take 

back the White House, with Florida being #1.  Adopt -A-State is sponsored/funded by Americans for Prosperity, a non

-profit organization.  Its potential effectiveness is feared by the Obama Administration and, as a result, Obama called 

them out 19 times last year with threatened lawsuits.  Does this make you want to get involved even more?  

And this year, Americans for Prosperity led the grassroots effort to defeat the recall of Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker.  Remember Wisconsin!  Join our Adopt -A-State project.  You can work from home in Alabama, or you can 

join those of us who will caravan to Florida and have a Party ñsleep overò in one, maybe two, of our membersô homes 

in Florida.  Activities include (1) cleaning up voter rolls to maintain election integrity.  Yes, this is the project 

Obama recently sued Florida on for purging voter rolls of dead people and illegal aliens .  (2) canvassing 

door - to -door.  (3)  Registering conservatives.  (4)  Phoning.  Join us!  America needs YOU!  

AFRW 2012 Election Activities 
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Lt. Governor Kay Ivey:  

First Woman to Chair AL GOP Delegates  
To National Convention  
 
By Jo Lawley, AFRW District Director 7  

 
Alabama  history will be made in August at the 2012 Republican Convention in Tampa 
when AFRWôs own Lt. Gov. Kay Ivey chairs the stateôs delegates to the conventionôs 
floor.  She was elected to this honorary post and thus becomes the first woman ever to 
lead the Alabama delegation.  Kayôs distinguished career also includes serving as State 
Treasurer for two terms and the chair of former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romneyôs 
presidential campaign in Alabama.  
 

Grace Bush:   
First Woman to Serve On RNC Credentials Committee  

 
Another first achievement  was made by Grace Bush (RW of Trussville) when she was elected 
to be the female representative from Alabama to serve our delegation on the Credentials 
Committee.  This is a distinguished  honor because there is only one female and one male from 

each state elected to serve on the four committees at the Republican National Committee.  
 

AFRW Members Elected as Congressional District Delegates  
 

VIRGINIA HOWARD , RW of Coffee County  ELAINE RIDENOUR,  RW of Coffee County  
Congressional District 2, Gingrich, Place 2  Congressional District 2, Santorum, Place 1  
  
BRENDA LINDELL,  Cheaha RW   VICKI DRUMMOND,  RW of Walker County  

Congressional District 3, Santorum, Place 2  Congressional District 4, Santorum, Place 1  
 

GLENDA NEILL,  Limestone RW   PAT MOORE,  Greater Birmingham RW   
Congressional District 5, Santorum, Place 1  Congressional District 6, Santorum, Place 2  
     

AFRW Members Elected as State - At -Large Delegates  
 

PHYLLIS DAVIS,  Greater Birmingham RW  GRACE BUSH,  RW of Trussville     
Santorum, Place 2     Gingrich, Place 17  
 
KAY IVEY,  Capital City RW    SALLIE BRYANT , Greater Birmingham RW  
Romney, Place 19     Romney, Place 26     

 

AFRW Members Elected as Alternate State - At - Large Delegates  
    

FOR SANTORUM :      FOR GINGRICH:  
KAREN FISHER,  Capital City RW    PAMELA BLACKMORE - JENKINS,  Greater Birmingham  
SHARON A. SMITH,  RW of Huntsville    DIANE BROWN,  Cullman County RW  

                 DIANE SARAGOZA, RW of the South  
 
FOR ROMNEY:  

SUE NEUWIEN, RW of Coffee County  
 
Another AFRW VIP representing Alabama is BETTY FINE COLLINS , an automatic delegate as Alabamaôs National 
Committeewoman.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS, Ladies!  We know you will make Alabama SHINE!   

AFRW Delegates to the National Republican Convention 
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By STEPHANIE SMITH, AFRW Correspondence Secretary  

 

The Alabama Federation of Republican Women enthusiastically and 

with great pride congratulates Vicki Drummond!  

AFRW stalwart Vicki Drummond was recently elected by acclamation to be 

the next National Committeewoman for the State of Alabama.  She will  

succeed Bettye Fine Collins in that role beginning January 1, 2013.  

Many of our members know Vicki well and have been positively influenced 

by her leadership and passion for conservative causes.  She has served on 

the AFRW Board of Directors for the past decade.  

For almost 30 years, Vicki has been heavily involved with the Alabama  

Policy Institute and The Heritage Foundation, conservative policy think 

tanks. She has generously opened her home for various fundraisers over 

the past 30 years for these conservative organizations and for national and 

state Republican candidates.  

Vicki has been involved with the Republican Party at the national level, attending three Republican  

National Conventions and she was a member of the National GOP Platform Committee.  After serving on 

the Board of the National Federation of Republican Women as vice - chairman of the fund - raising arm, she 

rose to her favored position of Chaplain.  She was honored to be chosen to participate in the 2009 and 

2010 RNC Summits.  

On the state level, Vicki is currently serving on the Constitution Revision Committee.  She also served on 

Governor Robert Bentleyôs transition team.  As chairman of the 4th  Congressional District, Vicki  

represented the 4 th  District on the ALGOP Steering Committee.  

Vicki is very proud of a special project that she introduced to Walker County and then to other counties in 

Alabama, ñThe Dictionary Projectò.  Through this endeavor with her local Republican Womenôs Club, over 

11,000 dictionaries have been given to 2 nd  and 3 rd  graders in Walker County.  By 2008, all 3 rd  graders in 

Alabama received a dictionary through this project that Vicki introduced.  

A resident of Jasper for 38 years, Vicki Drummond has been active in civic organizations including the 

Birmingham Botanical Gardens, the March of Dimes, the Cancer Society and the National Rifle  

Association. She has a B.S. (English), M.A. (Guidance and Counseling), and an Ed.S. (Administration in 

Higher Education) from The University of Alabama.   Vicki and Mike, her husband of 39 years, have two 

adult sons and one beautiful daughter - in - law.  

When asked what she most looked forward to in her new role as National Committeewoman, Vicki answered:   

 

"My work as National Committeewoman from Alabama will simply be a continuation of my life's interests 

and passion which is making policies that will empower individuals and families.  I look forward to  

staying in touch with old and golden friends as we work together.   I look forward to mentoring to the 

younger women ... encouraging them to simply live their values fearlessly ... do the right thing, use their 

talents and take care of their families (the next generation).   In doing so, our lives will echo through the 

years, touching others and affecting policy.   The future is bright indeed!"  

Congratulations Vicki!  We look forward to continuing to enjoy your leadership in your new role as  

Alabama National Committeewoman!  

Congratulations To Our New National Committeewoman! 
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AFRW Club Reports 
 
DISTRICT 1 DIRECTOR  
Luci Sheffield  

Azalea City Republican Women  
Donna Skipper, President  

Azalea City Republican Women have enjoyed a second quarter packed with good meetings!  In April, 
ACRW welcomed guest speaker, Dr. Barry Booth, founder of the Honor Flight Program.  Dr. Booth 

stirred the hearts of attendees with his excellent presentation and video on the history of Honor 
Flight.  He also shared how to get involved and help meet the needs of the program.   

In May, Ms. Marianne Reaves hosted ACRWôs 2nd Annual SPRING FLING membership event.  Ladies 
enjoyed special guest and AFRW President, Elois Zeanah, who spoke on ñWhy I Am A Republican 
Woman.ò  Several new members joined! Thanks to all who provided door prizes and the delicious 
hors dôoeuvres.   

Two of our areaôs dynamic, young legislators, Rusty Glover, Senate District 34 and Chad Fincher, 
House District 102, were guest speakers at ACRWôs June meeting.  What an informative update from 
Montgomery!  Thanks to Sharon Argiro and Lynn Scott who played a lovely violin duet of ñAmerica 
the Beautifulò.   

Welcome to several new ACRW members who have joined the cause!  ACRW is also in the process of sharing the DVD, ñGive Me 
Libertyò (Caring for America Project) with local schools and churches in the area.   

Congratulations to Shirley Short, Past President of ACRW, who was recently selected to serve as Resolution Chair for the Ala-

bama Federation of Republican Women. ACRW is so proud of you, Shirley!  

Itôs great to be a ñLADY IN REDò! 

Eastern Shore Republican Women  

Michelle Thomason, President  

The Eastern Shore  Republican Women have had an exciting spring!   The fact that we've  had over 100  women (and 

men) present for several meetings this spring says a lot about the eagerness of our community to learn  more 
about  Republican values and to learn how to WIN in November!   

We are very proud of the fact  that every single local candidate for elected office on the  ballot in March was a RE-
PUBLICAN, and  97.13% of our county voted REPUBLICAN in the  March primary!     

Our annual membership party was held at the beautiful home of Terry and Cindy Thompson in May, and our June 
speaker will be Dr. Gaylon McCullough, who  will address the threat to America by radical Islam as it relates to his 
book, The Lords of Seduction.    

ESRW is also working with the South Baldwin Republican women to host Celebrate America , a fun family oriented 
rally that will be held in Robertsdale  on September 8.   

Knollwood Republican Women  

Andrea Fussell, President  

The Knollwood Republican Women have enjoyed some exciting speakers the first 

half of this year! January and February were candidate forums.  April gave us a 
chance to hear Candidate Jerry Carl and Commissioner Mike Dean one last time, 
before their run off.  May was big!  We were able to get KCarl Smith to come and 
speak! KCarl, The Conservative Messenger, is the author of ñFrederick Douglass 
Republicans; The Movement to Re -Ignite Americaôs Passion for Libertyò. He is  

currently working wit Herman Cain and the Republican Party to help with the 

ñSwing Statesò!  We welcomed local Mobile City Councilman John Williams to speak 
June 13 th  to help us understand some of the problems with the Mobile City govern-
ment. He really helped us realize how many challenges the city was facing in the future.   

The Knollwood Republican Women are also very active!  Andrea Fussell (President) tries to attend many of the 
Eastern Shore Republican Womenôs and local Tea Party meetings.  Andrea Fussell (President) and Millie Fussell 
(Vice President) were both volunteers at the ñTaste of the Gulf Coast Politicsò event with Governor Bobby Jindal!  
So much fun!  The Knollwood Republican Women welcome you to come out and join us! Our next meeting is July 

11 th  at 2pm at the Gordon Oaks Retirement Community Center, Building B.   Here are some additional future dates 
(same location):  August 8 th , September 12 th , October 10 th , November 14 th , and December 12 th .  If you need any 
information, please call Andrea Fussell at 251 -232 -4936 (President).  
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South Baldwin Republican Women  

Becky Vasko, President  

 
Time flies by and work goes on.  We are busy with projects that we 
fell will help elect good Republicans this November.  SBRW is working 
with the County party and planning ñCelebrate America.ò   It is good 
to have a little fun along the way as we do with W.H.E.R.E.  We  
auction a homemade cake at the end of each meeting to be used  
during our other projects.  This even has given us a chance to laugh 

and support a more serious cause.  ñGet to the Polls and vote this  
November!ò 

DISTRICT 2 DIRECTOR  
Virginia Howard  

Houston County Republican Women  

Katy Maddox, President  

Houston County Republican Women have enjoyed a busy and productive Spring season.  Between Legislative Days, a visit to our 

area by Newt Gingrich and a host of informative speakers, the Wiregrass continues to pursue becoming an informed and active 
counterpart to the election process.   

In addition, we presented Hidden Lakes Elementary School with a substantial donation through our local ñAdopt a Schoolò  
program.  We also give contributions to the Wiregrass Rood Bankôs ñBrown Bag for Seniorsò.  Our club contributes $60 and, in 
turn, requests that our membership match the gift.   

As we seek to spread the word about how critical the 2012 presidential election will be, we are focusing on ways to communica te 
the value of involvement and staying informed.  We  hope to contribute time and activity in our neighboring and critical stat e o f 
Florida.  Dothan and the surrounding counties of Houston, Dale and Henry have been impacted by the economic downturn in the 
past few years.  Therefore, voters are reevaluating the notion of ñhope and changeò.  We agree with Sarah Palin in her question,  
ñHow is that hopey, changey thing working for you?ò  We need real hope and real change, not rhetoric.  HCRW stands ready to be 
part of the solution.   

Pike County Republican Women  

Virginia Hamm, President  

2012 has been an exciting year for PCRW!  Vice -President Rachel Lee has  

secured incredible speakers beginning with Sen. Bryan Taylor in January.   
Attorney General Luther Strange addressed the May meeting and  

recognized one of our Scholarship winners and her father.  The picture to 
the right appeared in our local paper.  State Treasurer Young Boozer, U.S. 
Rep. Martha Roby, Agriculture Commissioner John McMillan, PSC  
Candidate Chip Brown, George Wallace, Jr. and candidates for local  
offices, have addressed our meetings the past few months.   

Some of the leadership attended Legislative Days in March and returned 
with numerous ideas.   

In an effort to respond to requests for an evening venue, PCRW hosted a 
joint evening meeting with the Pike County Republican Committee in 
April.  In May PCRW hosted a joint PCRW awarded two $1,000 scholar-
ships to high school seniors.  Pike County Republican Women have been 
active in local events such as the Peanut Butter Festival in Brundidge, 

and Roy Fest.  June 30th, members will march in the 4th of July parade 
in Brundidge.    

This challenging year will find PCRW fighting for the cause of Freedom 
and Republican ideals!  We still need some red, white and blue, Star Spangled high -heeled patent boots, but will just don our  
running shoes if necessary.  We are committed to do all we can to elect qualified and capable candidates who reflect  
Conservative values.  

AFRW Club Reports 

POLITICS MAKE IT POSSIBLE   Ë     Women Make it Work 

Pictured above is scholarship winner Melissa Kennedy, 

her father, and Attorney General Luther Strange. 


